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about with them through life, as their principal casket
of political knowledge, the recollection of the Greek
and Roman history which they had learnt at school.
The French Revolution burst upon a generation of
young people who had received this, and little else,
for intellectual food, and the learning of the school-
room foamed out into the street. The young advocate
who threw himself into the maelstrom of politics
naturally found his standards and analogies in the
only literature of public life with which he was
acquainted. A legislator must be a Lycurgus or a
Minos, a King a Nero or a Caligula, a patriot a
Pericles or a Brutus. The writings of the Ancients
were " nearer to nature." To be as they were was
to be free, to breathe the air of liberty flowing straight
and fresh from the far blue mountains of Hellas.

This pose or vanity of Classicism was associated
with a fiery democratic sentiment derived, so far
as its origin is to be sought elsewhere than in the
stress of outward circumstance, from the political
teaching of Rousseau. A style so clear, passionate
and musical, has never been placed at the service
of a body of doctrine at once so coherent with itself
and so congruous with the sentiments and appetites
of the age. Rousseau was the prophet of Nature.
From the complicated artifice of civilized life, he
appealed to the simpler conditions of the natural
state, preaching, for instance, that Education must
follow the instinctive proclivities of the child, that
the God of Nature can be worshipped without the
formal and obscuring mechanism of theologies, and
that the wholesome State must be founded on the
natural rights of the individual. Equality, liberty,
the sovereignty of the general will, the three cardinal